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PRESS RELEASE – February 24 2025 
Incident No. 16-2528 

Multi-Convicted Felon Sentenced to 10 Years for 
Million Dollar Arson 

ROBERTO TORNER appeared via Video from SCI Dallas and entered a guilty plea to 2 counts of 
Arson Endangering persons, just days before he was set to stand trial 

In the early morning hours of August 6, 2016, the Weatherly Police Department was 
dispatched to 234 3rd street in the Borough for a reported fully involved structure fire.  The on-
duty officer arrived on scene in under a minute and found the house to be completely involved 
with fire blowing out the front and sides of the house. The officer immediately went into action 
trying to get the residents out of both neighboring homes. The 3 residents of the one home 
had already self-extricated and informed the officer that they had heard people in the house 
right before hearing glass break. The officer then went to the other house which was now also 
on fire and rapidly spreading through the home which still had 3 people asleep inside. The 
officer tried to enter the front door but was chased off the porch by the rapidly spreading fire. 
As the officer was just about to enter the rear of the house, the residents emerged from the 
dark room and exited the house carrying their young child.  

The Weatherly Police started the investigation and quickly brought in the resources of the 
Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) due to the size and destruction of the fire. With the help of 
PSP fire marshal’s office, Scranton Police for their K9, ATF and Carbon County District Attorneys 
offices, the Fire was quickly ruled arson and investigation started against the suspect(s) 

In January 2019 Arson charges were filed against ROBERTO TORNER and others. Charges of 
Criminal Attempt, Criminal Solicitation, Criminal Conspiracy, Arson/Endangering persons (6 
counts) Insurance Fraud and Risking Catastrophe were filed and served on ROBERTO TORNER 
who was already housed in Lackawanna County Prison on Federal firearms and explosive 
charges.  

https://www.justice.gov/usao-mdpa/pr/freeland-man-sentenced-270-months-imprisonment-
drug-trafficking-firearms-and-explosives 
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